TRIPARTITE  GERMANY                        27
The disparity is brought out still more clearly when Govern-
ment districts are compared. Thus, in the East the population
of the Government district of Posen is equal to 0*28 inhabitant
per acre; that of the Government district of Brombcrg to
0*24 person per acre; that of the G-overnnient district of
Gnmhiniien to 0*22 person per acre ; that of the Government
district of Allenstein to 0'18 person per acre; and that of the
Government district of Marienwerdor to 0"21 person per acre.
On the other hand, in the West the Government district of Diissel-
dorf has a population of 2*2 persons per acre, and the Govern-
ment districts of Arnsberg and Cologne have I'l person per acre.
While the scantier population of the Eastern Provinces is in
the main due to the comparative absence of industries, two
secondary causes are the large migration of labour to the iron
and coal districts of the West which has taken place during the
past twenty years and a relatively high death-rate, for which
a high rate of births does not compensate.
The depletion of the rural districts is a growing evil, for it
implies the gradual starving of agriculture for want of labour.
The East Prussian Chamber of Agriculture recently investigated
the whereabouts of children who had left the rural schools of
that province in the years 1895 and 1900. The homes of
28,000 children who left school in the former year were traced,
and it was found that three-fifths of them had left their native
districts and agriculture as well. More than one-quarter had
left the province altogether and had found work in the industrial
districts of West Germany, while others had gone to the larger
towns of the province. Even of those who remained in the
smaller places a considerable proportion had entered other
occupations. Of the children who left school in 1900 the
whereabouts and occupations of 32,000, or 91*7 per cent., were
discovered. Two-fifths were found to have become agricultural
labourers, one-fifth had migrated to West Germany, and the rest
had gone to the towns of the province. The loss to the agricul-
ture of the Province of East Prussia alone by migration in
1900 was estimated at 2,450 families, containing 10,270 young
unmarried workers.
Compared with the steady migration from the rural districts,
the higher mortality of the East is a minor cause of the growing
disparity in population of the two parts of the monarchy, though